Email from Pam Martucci regarding her grandson

7/2/09

it's amazing how one phone call,  hours and days can change ones life.  I was at work Tuesday when I got a call from Dale.  I could tell immediately something was wrong.  He asked if I had talked to Bobby or Jaime in the past 15 minutes.  I said no, why?   He said I should leave work immediately and go straight home.  Well my panic button went off and I needed to know why.  He said Bobby called him from the pediatricians office and that Bobby was hysterical beyond belief.  He said "Our baby has leukemia" then he broke down.  That statement shook me to my core and has still not settled within me.  I left work, went home, where we all went straight to Ireland Cancer Center/Rainbow Babies & Children's Hospital.  There has been a flurry of doctors, specialists and nurses from the moment we arrived.   

This all began Tuesday 6-30-09 at 9:00 when Bobby took both Dante and Damien to their pediatricians for a routine 6 month check up.  Some little teeny spots have begun appearing around Dami's eyes and 2 weeks ago he sat down and started crying because his legs were hurting.  Bobby and Jaime attributed that to 'growing pains' as all parents most likely would have.  Bobby looked up the spots on the internet and found those to be from crying.  But when the boys doctors first looked at Dami, and asked Bobby if Damien had complained about leg pains, that is when everything turned around.  The doc immediately had blood drawn.  Dami's white blood count at that moment was 145 - the normal range is 0 -10.   His red blood cell count was very low I believe it was at 20 and should have been near 70.  The doctor said that this routine visit has just turned into an emergency and you will now take Dami downtown to Ireland Cancer Center/RBC.  Well the shock took over, Bobby called Jaime at her work, then called Dale, and Dale called me.  We all met at home and left for ICC/RBC.   

So far, Dami has had one bone marrow test,  a spinal tap with a chemo blast up his spine, a blood transfusion and many many drugs.  With leukemia, cancer cells have am incidious way of hiding in the spine and brain.  That first chemo blast up his spine was to hopefully kill any cells that may have crept in there.  They have inserted a PICC line into his vein in his upper arm to be able to give all his drugs so he won't have to keep getting poked and proded so much.  He will be receiveing chemo daily for the next 2 or 3 weeks and bone marrow tests once a week for approx 3 more times.  He will be put on a very exacting regimen and plan of attack for the next year to 3 years depending on how rapidly the doctors can get the white blood count down and the cancer cells out of his little body.  The docs are working fast and furious to get rid of the bad cells and for that we are so thankful.  Through all this Dami has been such a good, strong, brave little boy. He's at a point now when he sees a nurse come in with his little green arm thingy they use to take his blood pressure, he holds up his little frail arm and holds it out for them.  Luckily his innocence and age has him wondering, but not knowing.  Us, as adults know the pain and suffering that lie ahead.   What a trooper.  I wish I could say I was as brave.  This has been such a difficult, sad, hard thing for us adults.  Jaime, Bobby and Dante are living at the hospital in Dami's room with him.  We can come and go 24/7.   We have their 2 dogs with us.  Initially Dami will be hospitalized for 10 days to 2 weeks.  At the time of release,  he will be back and forth to ICC/RBC a few times a week for treatments.  The doc hopes to be able to put a port into his chest (about the size of a half dollar) to be able to get his drugs through.  That will be better and safer than the PICC which hangs outside of his body quite a bit.   

I ask for your prayers of support and if any of you give blood on a normal basis, please give in Damien Dembowiak's name. He has already had to have one transfusion and will need quite a few more.   

 

